ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Moray eels belong to a diverse family of eels (Muraenidae) found around the world, with 15 genera and 197 species (Smith 2012) . They are locally called belut-laut, belin or malong in Malay. This group of fishes is distinguished from other eel families by the absence of pectoral and pelvic fins. Some species of the moray eels are commercially exploited and contribute as food fish in fish markets worldwide, e.g. in Okinawa, Japan (Hatooka & Randall 1992) , Taiwan (Tsai et al. 2009 ), Portugal and Vietnam (Loh et al. 2011 ), but these fish are not similarly used in Malaysia.
The past studies of muraenid fauna in Malaysia are sparse. The earliest records of moray eels from the Malay Archipelago are from Bleeker (1853) which included Muraena dizona, M. venosa, M. prosopeion and Thaerodontis reticulata. Maxwell (1921) listed Muraena undulata in his book 'Malayan Fishes'. Herre (1940) further added another species, Uropterygius concolor in his book 'Additions to the Fish Fauna of Malaya'. Mohsin and Ambak (1996) reported Gymnothorax thyrsoideus in their book 'Marine Fishes and Fisheries of Malaysia and Neighbouring Countries' (p. 697, figure 80 ). More recent records of the moray eels are reported by Atan et al. (2010) who listed three genera and 17 species of moray eels in their book 'Ikan Laut Malaysia, Glosari, Nama Sahih Spesies Ikan' and Ambak et al. (2010) who listed three genera and 18 species of muraenids in their book 'Fishes of Malaysia ' (p. 35) . However, five genera with 16 species of the family Muraenidae are listed as present in Malaysia by Chong et al. (2010) .
Thus, the records from the sparse information suggest that the total number of moray eels in Malaysia is 16-18 species. However, given the recent taxonomic revisions of the moray eels of the world (Smith 2012) , it is expected that the Malaysian species lists also include misidentifications and synonyms.
The present study aimed to describe two new records of moray eels and to update the current moray eel species list in Malaysia after correcting the scientific names of the moray eels so far recorded.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
A total of four moray eels were collected by long lines in Udar Island and Sepangar Island, Sabah.The specimens were fixed in 10% formalin, then transferred into 70% ethanol solution for long term preservation. The methods of measurements followed Böhlke and Randall (2000) . Proportional measurements for the specimens of moray eels were expressed as percentage of the total length (TL) or the head length (HL). Body depth was measured at the gill openings (DGO) and at the anus (DA); both measurements did not include the fins. Preanal length (PAL), snout length (S), eye diameter (E) and upper jaw length (UJ) were also measured. All specimens were deposited records are recorded and a previously reported species G. pseudothyrsoideus (Bleeker 1853 ) is actually the first collected from Malaysia. Thus, the present tentative record of Malaysia's moray eel diversity is at a total of six genera with 33 species. This update, however, assumes that the moray eels have been correctly identified by the original authors. The corrections to species names in the present update are, however, necessary to stabilize the names so far listed by the published texts in order to prevent the perpetuation of wrong species names being used in future reports, publications and texts. The next step is to improve the list of Malaysian moray eels is to check the validity of the species given by these authors, either by re-examination of the voucher specimens or if unavailable, re-sampling of specimens in the said locality of collection.
